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Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible for Ordinary membership. Members of the 
Society include professional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive the Society's News r3 
Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 


OBJECTIVES 


The aims of the Society are: 


(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identifiable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect species, 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere all persons interested in entomology. 


MEETINGS 

The Society's meetings are held at ‘InfoZone’, Museum Victoria, Carlton Gardens, Melway reference Map 
43 K5 at 8 p.m. on the third Friday of even months, with the possible exception of the December meeting 
which may be held earlier. Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many meetings at which 
there is ample opportunity for informal discussion between members with similar interests. Forums arc also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that others may participate in discussions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Ordinary Member 
Country Member 
Student Member 
Associate Member 


S20.00 (overseas members S22) 

SI6.00 (Over 100 km from GPO Melbourne) 
SI 2.00 

S 5.00 (No News Bulletin) 


Associate Members, resident at the same address as, and being immediate relatives of an ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive the Society's publications but in all other respects rank as ordinary Members. 


LIFE MEMBERS: P. Car-wardine, Dr. T. New, Dr. K. Walker. 

Cover design by Alan Hyman. 

Cover illustration: The pale Sun Moth, Syncmoii selenc King, is an endangered species restricted to 
perennial grassland dominated by Austrodanthonia in Western Victoria. It is now extinct in SA, and was 
presumed extinct in Vic. until its rediscovery, in February 1991. by the late Frank Noelker and Fabian 
Douglas. The Victorian Populations arc parthcnogcnetic with all specimens comprising females, a most 
unusual trait in the Castniidac. Illustration by Michael F. Braby. 





MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 19 AUGUST 2005 


The meeting was opened by the President at 8:04 pm 

Present: P. Carwardine, L. Cookson, I. Endersby, A. Rallies, P. Marriott, D. Stewart, 

C. Timewell, J. Tuttle, K. Walker 

Apologies: D. Dobrosnk, D. Hilton, G. Weeks 

The President introduced the speaker, Axel Rallies, who spoke on "An introduction to day-flying 
moths". The purpose of the talk was to raise the awareness amongst members of the neglected 
families of day-flying moths; to introduce us to his project to seek evidence for the monophyly of 
the Superfamily Sesioidea, which is not currently well-supported by morphological characters; 
and to demonstrate the beauty and interesting aspects of the biology of the group. 

Concentrating particularly on the Brachodidae and Castniidae, Axel discussed their habitat, food 
plants and life cycle and showed photographs of larvae and adults from throughout Australia, 
many of them as yet un-named. He also showed some examples from the families Sesiidae, 
Zygaenidae, Stathmopodinae, Agaristinae and Glyphipterigidae. 

Day-flying moths are best captured and transported live in individual tubes to a base where that 
can be killed by freezing, rather than killing and pinning in the field. Greasy specimens, such as 
Synemon, should be soaked for a short time in lighter fluid before, and after setting, if necessary. 


Minutes: 

Minutes of the 17 June General Meeting [Vic. Ent. 35(4): 61] were accepted. M: Stewart, S: 
Carwardine 

Correspondence: 

A letter seeking nominations for Parks Victoria Environment and Sustainability Award. 
Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer reported the account balances to be: General Account $6777; Le Souef Account 
$4349. Twelve member's subscriptions are still outstanding. 

Editor's Report: 

The Editor had sent a message calling for more articles from Members and the President stressed 
the value of personal observations which augmented and updated the distribution of species. A 
suggestion that the compilation of species' checklists for Victoria is consistent with the stated 
objectives of the Society. 
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General Business: 

• Peter Dixon and John Kissane were elected to Membership. 

• Membership applications have been received from Danny Rogers (St Andrews, Vic), 
Denham Ferreira (Sri Lanka), Don Franklin (Nightcliff, NT). 

• The next meeting will be a visit to view the private Collection of Laurie Cookson at his 
home in Warrandyte. 

The meeting was closed at 9:22 pm 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCILLOR'S MEETING 16 SEPTEMBER 2005 

Meeting opened at 5:15 pm 

Present: D. Dobrosak, I. Endersby, P. Marriott, K. Walker 

Apologies: D. Stewart, P. Carwardine 


Treasurer's report 

The Treasurer reported the account balances as: General account $7,073: Le Souef account $4,349. 

Six members are still unfinancial and will not receive any further news bulletins unless their 

subscription is received. 

Editor's report 

The Editor reported that no articles were in hand and more are needed. More envelopes are 

required and will be ordered by the Editor. 

General Business: 

• The society will establish an email address list to send notifying members of upcoming 
event or conservation or entomological interest or late changes in programs etc. 
individual members email addresses will not be available to others. 

• Members will be encouraged to announce observation at general meetings as was the 
custom in the past. When published these can become important records for future 
entomologists. 

• The next meeting will be a visit to view the private Collection of Laurie Cookson at his 
home in Warrandyte. Refer to Page for details. 

The meeting was closed at 5:49 pm 
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History of collecting moths on Lord Howe Island 


E. D. Edwards 

CSIRO Entomology, GPO Box 1700, Canberra, ACT. 2601 


In 1897 Dr G.A. Waterhouse published a paper on the butterflies of Lord Howe Island in which he 
'recorded 18 species (Waterhouse 1897). This list was a compilation from three collections, one 
published by A.S. Olliff in 1889 (Olliff 1889) who listed 10 species, specimens of which were 
lodged in the Australian Museum, one made by Mr E.H. Saunders where the specimens are in the 
Macleay Museum, Sydney, and one made by Miss E. Nichols, a resident on the island. These last 
specimens were then in the Waterhouse collection but are now in the Australian Museum. There 
are now 26 species of butterflies recorded. 

Mr A.S. Olliff listed five moths collected by Mr R. Etheridge on an Australian Museum collecting 
party which visited Lord Howe Island in August and September of 1887. In his paper Olliff listed 
Pyralis farimlis (L.) (Pyralidae), Agrius convolvuli (L.) (Sphingidae), Nyctemera rnnicn (White) 
(Arctiidae), Dasypodin cymatodes Guenee (Noctuidae) and Achnca jannta (L.) (Noctuidae), which are 
all large, conspicuous moths. Strangely, two of these, P. fnrinnlis and Aclmea jannta were not listed 
by later authors. 

In 1917 Dr A.J. Turner published a paper listing 19 identified species and others not fully 
identified. This material had been collected and sent to Turner by Mr A.M. Lea of the South 
Australian Museum who had collected on Lord Howe Island and Norfolk Island probably in 1916 
(Turner 1917). Turner followed this up in 1918 by describing some of the unidentified species from 
his 1917 list and adding additional records from specimens given to him by Waterhouse. Turner 
added another 16 species bringing the total known to 40. In December 1921 Mr A. Musgrave of 
the Australian Museum visited Lord Howe Island collecting insects and sent the moths to Turner 
for identification. These were listed by Turner (1922) adding 7 more species to the total bringing it 
to 47 species of moths. No further collecting was done until Dr J.D. Bradley of the British Museum 
spent two days on the island in August 1953. From this collection of 22 specimens Bradley 
described eight new species of microlepidoptera and recorded four others bringing the published 
total of moths to 59 species. 

Since then nothing has been published on the moth fauna of the island. 

Dr J.D. Holloway published a comprehensive account of the macrolepidoptera of Norfolk Island 
(Holloway 1977) which also included a list of the microlepidoptera after extensive collecting by 
him and some residents of the island. He followed this up with a comprehensive account of the 
macromoths of New Caledonia (Holloway 1979). 

Although nothing has been published several people have collected on the Island between 1953 
and the present. Some moths were collected by Dr E.B. Britton of the Australian National Insect 
Collection (AN1C) in December 1966 and others by Ms Z. Leipa (also of ANIC) in February and 
March 1957. Possibly these, and certainly the following collections made by ANIC staff were made 
while on leave and were not funded or supported officially. Many species were collected by Mr 
E.D. Edwards (ANIC) in October 1979 and an unpublished report was circulated which listed 161 
species of moths including all known records. 
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Dr G.W. Gibbs, of the Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, visited the Island from 6-9 
November 1983 in search of the primitive moths, Micropterigidae. These were not found but new 
records of microlepidoptera were made and the material deposited in the ANIC. In December 
1991 Dr M. Horak collected on Lord Howe Island using light traps for the first time. Mr L. Wilson, 
resident on the island, also collected for Dr Horak at this time and many microlepidoptera were 
taken. This material is also in the ANIC. A few other people collected odd moths in the period 
between 1953 and 2000. These included Mr H.S. Thirkell and Dr R.W. Taylor. 

From 11 to 23 February 2001, as part of an insect survey of Lord Howe Island, Dr M.S. Moulds of 
the Australian Museum collected moths and these were identified by E.D. Edwards and M. Horak 
at the ANIC. The moths were collected at a light run from the power supply at the Research 
Station. An unpublished report has been circulated listing 111 species recorded from the literature 
or collected on this survey. These moths are lodged in the Australian Museum, Sydney. 

In March 2005 Mr E. D. Edwards again spent 5 days (from 7 to 11 March) collecting at the 
Research Station using a blended mercury vapour lamp and disturbing moths from the vegetation 
in Stevens Reserve. There was a heavy concentration on the microlepidoptera and 384 specimens 
were taken representing 121 species. The specimens are now in the ANIC. 

These collections brought the number of species known from Lord Howe Island to about 265, an 
increase of 104 species since 1979. 
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LEPIDOPTERA: TINEIDAE: Ereclithias mystacinclla (Walker) 


Peter Marriott 
8 Adam St. Bentleigh 3204. 


The wing designs of moths are so diverse in shape, size and pattern that it might seem that 
nothing can surprise. But this one seems to defy logic. 


Following up on an article by Dr. Tim New, some galls ( Uromycladium tepperianum) were collected 
from Acacia menrnsii in the back yard in Bentleigh. Sure enough a couple of different species did 
emerge from the brown rusty mass. They were on the list and they included Ereclithias 
mystacinclla. 

It was really only when the pictures were examined that the odd wings shape became apparent. 
Being a typical Tineid the wings are long and narrow. But then came the unexpected. The final one 
fifth of each fore-wing was folded to sit at right angles to the rest of the wing. More than one adult 
emerged and the same pattern was apparent (Fig.l). 

As usual there are more questions than answers! Another picture taken in the field (Fig 2) did not 
show this posture - perhaps it was the angle of the photo but it did not appear to have the fold. 

Is the wing hinged in some way? Given the 'eyespot' on the folded section is it a defence 
mechanism. Maybe it is an 'I'm available' flag or a mating ritual? Are there other similar species 
that show this posture? 

Given the ease of collecting the adults perhaps someone can take it all further. 

References: 

T.R. New, 1982. Lepidoptera from Uromycladium Galls on Acacin. Anst. ]. Zool., 30:357-64 
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Fig 1 Erechthias mystacineUa emerged from a Ummycladium tepperianum Gall. 



Fig 2 Field photographed specimen of Erechthias mystacineUa 
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Spring-Summer-Autumn 2004-2005; Field and other notes 

D.A (Andy) Young, 

R.S.D 330 Newlands Service, via Kingscote, 5223: 

During the spring, summer and autumn of 2004-2005, I have been continuing various study 
projects that I had commenced the previous summer and have made several field trips throughout 
jthe state. I also made a very interesting visit to the Northern Territory in February 2005 and 
another in May 2005. Here’s an overview of some of my studies and activities: 

Kangaroo Island Field Studies 

Spring 2004 was a particularly warm one on Kangaroo Island and the butterfly activity was 
correspondingly prolific. Because of the warm conditions, earlier emergence of spring butterfly 
species was noted. Two cases in point were the Small Bronze Azure, Ogyris otanes (C. Felder & R. 
Felder, 1865); which was first noted on the fifteenth of October in 2003, while it was first observed 
on the tenth of October in 2004. Examples of the Pt Ellen colony of the Diamond Sand- Skipper, 
Antipodia atralba (Tepper, 1882); which were noted until around the twentieth of November in 
2003, and through egg emergence data were presumed to have been flying even later, were only 
observed on tire ninth of November 2004. By the eleventh of November 2004, which was a fine 
day. Diamond Sand- Skipper eggs were observed, but no adults could be found. Eggs collected of 
this species in 2003 hatched early in December (third to ninth). Wild eggs continued to be noted 
during fieldwork conducted at Pt. Ellen on the thirteenth of December 2003, whereas this season's 
eggs started hatching in mid-November and all larvae were hatched and established by very early 
December. It has been established that the hatching time of eggs of this species is fifteen days 
(Grund, 1999) and I have confirmed this observation with my own breeding experiments. This 
gives one a good measure of when the eggs were laid and therefore when the adults were flying. 

An interesting note was the discovery of a colony of the Diamond Sand-skipper, A. atralba, at the 
"Little Sahara" Heritage area, approximately 7km east of Vivonne Bay. This colony is of a very 
large size, which is unusual for this species, the confirmed size being roughly two kilometers X 
five hundred meters. The butterfly is breeding on the sedge Galmia dcusta. Third and fourth instar 
larvae were located during the time adults were flying in December. During a follow up field trip 
during mid-March, no adults of any skippers were noted, but during an intensive search on the 
twenty-eighth of March a single viable egg and a freshly metamorphosed pupa were located 
during a seven hour period. This would suggest that a low-density emergence of this butterfly 
occurs at this time of year. The area has not been burned since early in the 195Q’s. It has been 
noted that the species is "generally rare and very local, but may be common for a few years after 
fire"(Braby, 2004). The fact that the species was quite prolific in the colonised area, with over one 
hundred observations on the day of highest activity (the fourteenth of November), is therefore of 
interest. 

Other Hesperiinae species observed in the same general area were- the Variable Sedge-skipper, 
HcsperiUa d. donnysa Hewitson, 1868; the Golden-haired Sedge-skipper, Hcsperilla chrysotricha 
cyclospila (Meyrick & Lower, 1902); and tire Large Brown Skipper. Mdtasingha trimaculata (Tepper, 
1882).The single observation of the Golden-haired Sedge-skipper was of a female. It was noted 
paying attention to a patch of Galmia dcusta plants in the open heath areas. I captured it and 
confined it over this plant species. It laid an egg on the G. dcusta just before dying, which probably 
confirms that G. deusta is a low preference foodplant for this butterfly, as Roger Grund has 
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recorded on his web-site. Unfortunately the egg was lost when it dropped off its substrate during 
transfer to a potted foodplant, so further conclusions cannot be drawn. 

Adult Large Brown Skippers, (M. Irimaculata) were again noted in reasonable numbers in the 
central south coast of Kangaroo Island this season, with the first adult noted on the eleventh of 
November and the last, a female noted in lightly worn condition, on the nineteenth of December. 

The Blotched Blue, Candalides acasta (Cox, 1873); was noted in moderate numbers in an expanded 
area this spring. During 2003 the butterfly was noted along the lower banks of the Harriet River, 
Vivonne Bay where it was noted again in spring 2004, on numerous occasions. Further locations 
"'ere found for the butterfly; by myself at the junction of the Hickmans Road with the South Coast 
Road and the "Little Sahara", and by Mr. Axel Rallies about twelve kilometers east of the West 
End Highway, along the Church Road, in December. This suggests that the butterfly is 
widespread, or is becoming widespread, in the south-central portion of the Island, in areas of 
heath vegetation supporting Cassyllta glabella, the foodplant. 

Numbers of the Western Dusky-blue, Candalides hyaciuthina simplexa (Semper, [1879]); were quite 
high in spring 2004, but the mid-summer hatching of the species that has been prominent in 
previous years was only slightly evident last summer. It has been shown that this summer 
hatching appears to breed only on Cassytha peninsularis growing on a Melaleuca lanceolata host and 
not on the same plant parasitising Melaleuca uncinala (Young; 2004) 

Other observations were of the large numbers of the migrator)' species, the Small Grass-yellow, 
Eurema sniilax (Donovan, 1805); and the Lesser Wanderer, Danaus chryssipus (Linnaeus, 1758); 
which made it to the Island during the large-scale migratory events of spring 2004. During late 
September '04, I noted large numbers of Lesser Wanderers at Pink Bay, near Cape Willoghby, at 
the eastern tip of the Island. I noted eight or more individuals at a time when walking along a fire 
trail at this location in September, and the butterflies were observed in numbers while driving 
through this area. Small Grass-yellows were particularly prominent on the north coast of the 
Dudley Peninsular and around the Kingscote airport, though several examples of both species 
were noted at Vivonne Bay on the south-central coast during the same period of time. Bv contrast, 
the large-scale migratory event involving the Caper White butterfly, Belcneis java leu Ionia 
(Linnaeus, 1768) was only observed on the Island from an isolate specimen or two at Vivonne Bay. 

I noted this species in large numbers during fieldwork in late November and early December at 
both Adelaide and the Ngarkat National Park in the Upper-Southeast. It must be mentioned that I 
didn't do any fieldwork on the north coast or on the Dudley Peninsular at this time, so more 
specimens may well have crossed to the Island. 

Local resident Mr. David Hamdorf related a final note of interest to me. Dave, who operates a 
Crayfish wholesale business at Vivonne Bay, is a keen observer of nature. In conversation with the 
crew of a fishing boat who work off the south coast of Kangaroo Island, he was told of a Common 
Brown male, Heleronymplia m. metope (Fabricius, 1775); observed at least twenty six kilometers 
southeast of Cape Gantheume, the most southerly point of Kangaroo Island, during mid- 
November. If correct, this was a significant observation, as this is normally a species quite specific 
to its open woodland environment. One can speculate on the mechanisms of colonisation when 
one takes a record such as this into consideration. 
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Other South Australian Field Trips : 


An interesting field trip was undertaken in the area of Mt Bryan and from there through to 
Morgan and Wakerie in the Riverland on tire thirtieth and thirty first of October 2004. Mr. David 
Moore accompanied me. Dave is the son of well-known lepidopterist Mr. Mike Moore. The Mt 
Bryan trip was undertaken on the thirtieth of October. Its aim was to locate colonies of the Yellow 
( Ochre, Trapczites l. lutea (Tepper, 1882); the South Australian sub-species of this skipper. Following 
on from an invitation from a local landowner, Dave and mvself undertook an ascent of a peak in 
the western Mt Bryan Range. This area was characterised by being heavily grazed, with a 
minimum of trees and smaller foodplant species, except Oxnlis comiculnta. The hilltop proved to be 
interesting though, with a species list including many butterflies. Tire list recorded is as follows; 
the Small Grass-yellow, Eurema smilnx (several); Spotted Jezebel, Delias aganippe (Donovan, 
1805)(two male specimens); the Caper White, Belciwis java teulonia (one specimen); the Australian 
Painted Lady Vanessa kershawi (McCoy, 1868), (common); the Lesser Wanderer, Daitaus clirysippus 
(several); the Chequered Copper, Lucia limbaria (Swainson, 1833),(two specimens); the Salt-bush 
Blue, Theclinesthes s. seipentata (Herrich-Schaffer,1869),(one specimen); the Pea-blue, Lampidies 
boeticus (Linnaeus, 1767),(several) and the Common Grass-blue,' Zizina l. Inbrndus (Godart, 
[1824],(common). This was quite a species list considering that the conditions at the time were 
windy, with long overcast periods! 

We then proceeded east to a large area of open grassland that has been declared a National Park, 
but had not been named at the time of the visit. We found that butterfly numbers were low in the 
area, with only a few Australian Painted Lady, V. kershawi, a couple of Salt-bush Blues, T. s. 
seipentata and numerous Common Grass-blues, Z. 1. labradus observed. A single male Amaryllis 
Azure, Ogyris amaryllis mcridionalis (Hewitson, 1862); was noted at a hilltop within the park, with 
the species being found to be quite common in the general area wherever mistletoes were noted. 
On searching clumps of Lomandra multiflora growing in small gullies of the park, David found 
numerous Yellow Ochre eggs. Having observed the plants he was finding them on, I was soon 
finding them also. Over about thirty minutes in three sites, I estimate we found roughly fifteen 
eggs and two freshly hatched larvae. The later were sheltering in the junction of leaves at the base 
of the Lomandras. I also located a small, unoccupied shelter on one of these plants. We noted a 
female Yellow Ochre flying down one of these small gullies and searching for foodplants. 

On the thirty first of October, we searched various Riverland sites for Ogyris species in colony 
areas discovered by Mike Moore and which Dave had observed over many years. We camped for 
the night near Morgan and I was up early the next day, observing Two-spotted Line-blues, 
Nacaduba biocellala, (C. Felder & R. Felder, 1865); flying at seven thirty in tire morning, which was 
already quite warm. As we progressed through the day, we noted the Amaryllis Azure, 
O a. mcridionalis, flying in numbers wherever appropriate foodplant was found. The Silky Azure, 
Ogyris oroeles apiculata (Hewitson, 1862); and Southern Purple Azure, Ogyris genoveva f. splendida 
(Hewitson, [1853] ) were noted at old colony sites, the Southern Purple Azure as a pupa in the 
entrance to a nest of the ant Camponotus nigriceps. A highlight for me was catching and releasing a 
female specimen of the Arid Bronze-azure, Ogyris s. subterrestris ( Field, 1999) the only one noted 
during our visit to this site. All in all it was a great trip, and I am grateful to both Dave Moore for 
accompanying me and guiding me during our Riverland trip, and to Mike and Marion Moore for 
lending us their family van for this trip. 
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Mid-North Fieldwork 


A trip was undertaken to the Gladstone area for a friend's birthday celebrations in very late 
November and early December 2004 and some fieldwork was undertaken during this time. 
During a prior trip in April 2004, several examples of the White-banded Grass-dart, Taractrocera p. 
papyria (Boisduval, 1832) were taken and a note was made to follow up on this observation, as it 
appeared to represented an easterly range extension to Roger Grund's Pt. Augusta observations. 
During the December trip, two larvae were located on Rice Millet, Piplatherum miliaceum, growing 
on the banks of a small creekline that runs through the town. Apart from a probable range 
extension, this foodplant seems to have been previously unrecorded, though in conversation 
during the Biannual Moth Conference at the A.N.l.C in July 2005, Mr. Fabian Douglas mentioned 
that he had previously noted T. p. pnpyria utilizing this foodplant in the past. P. miliaceum was the 
only grass species carrying green growth in this semi-arid location at the time. It may be worth 
looking for stands of this plant in semi-arid and arid environments, as it may be found to host 
colonies of the White-banded Grass-dart in unusual locations. The larvae encountered were 
gathered and raised through by Mr. L. Hunt, who confirmed the species identification. The species 
list noted at Gladstone in December included: the Australian Painted Lady, V. kershawi (common); 
the Meadow Argus, Junonia villida (Fabricius, 1787),(common); the Small White, Picris rapae 
(Linnaeus, 1758), (common); the Common Grass-blue, Z. 1. labradus (common); the Caper White, 
Belenois java ten Ionia (moderately common); the Lesser Wanderer, D. chrysippus (moderately 
common); the Small Grass-yellow, E. sntilax (moderately common in creekline); the Pea Blue, 
L boeticus (several noted in a very local area); the Wattle Blue, Tlicclmcsthes m. miskini (T.P. Lucas 
1889), (one observation) and the Saltbush Blue, T. s. serpentata (moderately common). A trip was 
made to Terowie, approximately 50km east of Gladstone. Several specimens of the Amethyst 
Hairstreak, Jalmenus icilius Hewitson, [1865]; were noted flying over and adjacent to Acacia victoriae 
approximately one kilometer south of the Terowie Township. The other species noted at this 
location was the Two-spotted Line-blue, N. biocellnta and, apart from a few Australian Painted 
Ladies, V. kershawi, very few butterflies were noted in the area. 

On the sixth of December 2004, a trip was made to the Spring Creek area of Mt Remarkable, to 
check on a Jalmenus colony noted in the early 1980's. On arrival at mid-morning, hundreds, if not 
thousands, of butterflies could be noted flying over Acacia victoriae trees adjacent to the entrance 
track. On stopping to examine these butterflies, they were quickly established to be /. icilius and 
within five minutes numerous larvae and pupae were located on the trees that were swarming 
with small, black ants (Iridomyrmex sp.). One of the pupae that 1 had collected emerged on my 
palm. The butterfly dried its wings in the dr)', mid-north atmosphere. When its wings were dried, 
it flew off as 1 watched enraptured. On further checking, it was established that the colony was 
quite widespread, extending to the Wilmington water supply on the western side of Mt 
Remarkable. Adults were noted feeding on Eucalypt blossom at the crest of the ridgeline where 
the entrance crossed it. 

Pt. MacDonnell Field Trip 

Between the twenty fifth and the twenty eighth of January 2005, I undertook a trip to Pt 
MacDonnell in the southeast corner of the state. I spent the three and a bit days of my 
observational studies in the Germain Reserve area, a regenerated remnant swamp with associated 
Eucalyptus woodland and open grasslands to the north of the township. I was lucky enough to 
observe several of the rare species that occur in the area. The Dark Purple Azure, Ogyris abmta 
(Westwood, [1851]); was noted as eggs, larvae and pupae around clumps of the mistletoe, 
MueUeriana eucalyptoides. Pupae of the Broad-margined Azure, Ogyris o. olane (Hewitson, 1862); 
were also found in the area. A single adult Azure flew around me as I was wedged in a Eucalypt, 
looking for early stages of Ogyris butterflies, however I didn’t have the freedom of movement to 
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be able to follow the insect with my eyes and confirm it's identity. Sightings of the Sword-grass 
Brown, Tisiphone abeoita albifascia (Donovan, 1805); were noted frequently in the swamp sections of 
the area and in adjacent surrounds on occasions. Examples of Kershaw's Brown, Oricxenica 
kerslmui kcmtliida (Miskin, 1876); which is considered a rare butterfly in South Australia, were 
noted in moderate numbers, flying along open areas and into dense vegetation adjacent to the 
swamps. Several skippers, including the Variable Sedge-skipper, Helper ilia d. donnysa, the Flame 
Sedge-skipper, HesperiUa i. Idolltea (Miskin, 1889); the Barred Grass-skipper, Dispar compacta 
(Butler, 1882) and the Splendid Ochre, Trapezite s symmomus sown 1-Iubner, 1823; were observed in 
various stages of development and numbers. Flame Sedge-skippers were noted on a few occasions 
'in the area adjacent to the swamp, and larvae at about fourth instar stage were located on a Gahnia 
trifuia in the main swamp section. A male was also noted late in the afternoon patrolling a territory 
near the entrance to Clark's Park. On similar plants in dryer swamp border sections in the main 
channel area larvae of the Variable Sedge-skippers were located, estimated to be late third instar 
or fourth instar stage. Adult male Barred Grass-skippers were noted in low numbers on flowers 
on open areas in the channel section. Splendid Ochres were observed in relatively large numbers 
in the open Eucalyptus woodlands at the northern end of the area. A female of this species was 
observed laying an egg on a spent flower head of a Lomandra kmgifolia, the egg being very similar 
in appearance to the adjacent seeds of the plant. Several examples of the Common Dusky-blue, 
Candalides It. hyacinthina, were noted on the first few days, flying in the proximity of Cassylha 
pubesceits. Two mature larvae of the species were located on the twenty eighth. Other species 
noted during my period of observation were: the Small White, Pieris rapae (very common 
throughout); the Common Brown, Heleronymplia in. mcrope (common in wooded areas); Klug's 
Xenica, Gcitoncura khigii (Guerin-Meneville, [1830]), (locally common in some wooded areas); the 
Meadow Argus, ]. villida (several); the Australian Admiral, Vanessa ilea (Fabricius, 1775),(several); 
the Australian Painted Lady, V. kerslmwi (occasional) and the Common Grass-blue, Z. labradus 
(very common throughout). A note was made of an unusual sighting of a small insect, presumed 
to be a butterfly, but possibly a Day-flying moth. This was of a similar size and shape to the 
Barred Grass-skipper, but with the upper-side of the wings coloured indigo blue with white 
marginal markings. The insect was observed from a distance of about two meters, feeding on a 
Cats-ear dandelion flower and flew off into the treetops. 

A note of caution to those who might want to explore this wonderful area: snakes, including large 
Copper-head and Tiger snakes, abound in the swamps and grasslands- however, it is a beautiful 
spot and the birds and botany are very interesting. I hope I can get back in spring sometime to 
look for orchids. It should also be noted the area is a National Parks Reserve and collecting 
without appropriate permits is illegal. 

Autumn 2005 Waikerie Trip 

A second trip was made to the Waikerie area in early April 2005. On the fifth and sixth I made 
repeat visits to the previously mentioned Arid Bronze Azure, Ogyris s. subterrestris, location. The 
butterfly was noted in quite large numbers, with between fifty and sixty noted over the two days. 
Other species noted during this period of observation were; the Australian Painted Lady, V. 
kersltaiui (several); the Small White, P. rapae (moderately common); the Common Grass-blue, Z. /. 
labradus (moderately common); the Saltbush Blue, T. s. serpentata (occasional) and the Lesser 
Wanderer, D. chrysippus (a single example). I also went for extensive walks on the two days, 
trying to relocate a colony of the Southern Purple Azure, O. genoveim f. splendida, which I finally 
did mid-afternoon on the second day. During these explorations I observed the following butterfly 
species; the Australian Painted Lady, V. kerslmui (several); the Meadow Argus, /. t\ calybe 
(several); The Dainty Swallowtail, Papilio anactus W.S. Macleay,1862; (two over citrus trees); the 
Small White, P. rapae (common); the Small Grass-yellow, E. smilax (one male observed); the 
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Common Grass-blue, Z. 1. labradus (common); the Saltbush Blue, T. s. serpentata (moderately 
common); the Double-spotted Line-blue, N. biocellata (several over Acacia species); the Satin Azure, 
O. a. meridionalis (common in localized area) and the Silky Azure, O. o. apiculata (a possible 
sighting of one male). Numerous larvae were located of the Southern Purple Azure at the location 
I was seeking. An unusual sighting of the Saltbush Blue was made at this location at around four 
p.m., with a female noted persistently perching on a mistletoe clump about four to five meters 
above the ground, over a twenty-minute period. The butterfly was observed perched on leaves 
and twigs. While the mistletoe was in full flower, no interest was shown in the flowers by the 
butterfly. The butterfly was captured to confirm identity and will be closely examined, as this 
behaviour is very unusual for this species. A second specimen was noted taking the first ones 
place soon after I effected the captured. The other observation I made during this trip was of a 
single Chequered Swallowtail, Pnpilio demoleus sthenelus Linnaeus, 1758; in a citrus orchard at 
Rarnco. 

Southern Fleurieu Peninsular 


Before and after the trip to Waikerie, I made observations of the Mottled Grass-skipper, Anisynia c. 
cynone (Hewitson, [1874]); in the coastal strip at Goohva South, where I first located them in April 
2003. The species was noted on the second of April, with eight sightings over a three-hour period 
(mid-morning to early afternoon). The day was warm and cloudy, with blustery, strong winds, 
and all skippers species noted were in shady aspects on the leeward side of bushes. Other species 
that were noted at this location were; larvae of the Wanderer Butterfly, Danaus plexippus 
(Linnaeus, 1758) (moderately common); adults of the Australian Painted Lady, V. Kershnwi 
(several); the Common Grass-blue, Z. /. labradus (common); the Saltbush Blue, T. s. serpentata 
(common); the Greenish Grass-dart, Oq/bndisles walkeri hypochlora Heron, 1894,(several) and the 
White-banded Grass-dart, T. p. papyria. 

On a return visit to the area on the ninth of April in similar conditions, only one Mottled Grass- 
skipper was noted in a three-hour period of observation. Butterfly species during this period were 
similar to those noted on the second, with the addition of a freshly hatched adult female 
Wanderer, D. plexippus and a female Pea-blue, L. boeticus. Greenish Grass-darts were much less 
noticeable, with only one female noted. 

Returning to my observations of the second of April, I walked up to the Goohva South Golf-course 
regeneration area, a stronghold of the Satin Azure, O. a. meridionalis in the Goolwa area. The 
butterflies breed on clumps of the mistletoe Aunjema prcissii, a parasite of small Acacias in the area. 
The habitat is compromised of open woodland with an understorey comprised of grasses and 
sedges. Mistletoe clumps were checked for eggs, with only four viable eggs being noted, however 
when I was checking for eggs, a female Satin Azure flew into the mistletoe clump beside my 
cheek. I also checked this area on the ninth of April and found numerous Satin Azure eggs on the 
A. prcissii clumps. Other butterflies noted in this area on both dates were; the Common Brown, H. 
m. merope '(females were common) and the Australian Painted Lady, V. kershnwi (moderately 
common). 

On the eighth of April 2005, 1 went for a walk in the area northeast of Victor Harbor. During this 
walk, numerous large Eucalypts with moderate to heavy growths of the mistletoe Aunjema miquelii 
were examined for larvae of various Ogyris species and.their attendant ants. Nine colonies of the 
Southern Purple Azure, O. geuoveva f. genua, were located, along with their attendant ants' 
Camponotus consobrinus. These colonies ranged in size from one of only two healthy larvae, 
through colonies of an estimated size of thirty to sixty larvae. These medium sized colonies were 
notable for having several larvae infected by braconid wasps (estimated of between 3-5%). Two 
very large colonies of an estimated size of around 100 larvae, with no noted signs of braconid 
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wasp infection in any larvae, were also located. As well as these observations of Southern Purple 
Azure larvae, a number of hatched pupae of the Broad-margined Azure, O. o. olnne, were located. 
These pupae were all located on large Eucalyptus trees with growths of A. miquelii and other 
mistletoes, however the two species were not noted on the same tree. In one case a pair of closely 
proximate trees, less than a meter apart, had a colony of Southern Purple Azure larvae along with 
C. consobriitus present on one trunk, while hatched pupa of the Broad-margined Azure were 
present on the other. The area where the majority of colonies were present was a steep, paddocked 
area, with scattered tall Eucalypts hosting the mistletoes. The other butterflies that were noted in 
the area were several female Common Browns, H. in. merope. 

I then walked north towards Mt. Compass. Along the way, apart from numerous Common 
Browns, I noted the following butterflies; the Australian Painted Lady, V. kersliawi (moderately 
common) the Australian Admiral, V. itea (one or two specimens noted); the Meadow Argus, ]. v. 
enlybe (moderately common); the Small White, P. rapae (moderately common); the Common 
Grass-blue, Z. I. lab raj us (common); the Greenish Grass-dart, Ocybadistes walkeri hypochlora 
(common very locally) and the White-banded Grass-dart, T. p. papyria (common very locally). The 
localised area where the skipper species were found, along with examples of most of the other 
species, was a swampy roadside swale, with a heavy growth of introduced grasses and flowering 
Scabious. 

The last place I searched was another swampy area, with a strong growth of Cahnia sieberiam and 
G. trifida, and a Eucalyptus baxteri overstorey. I found an unusual hatched pupa in what appeared 
to be a Hespcrilla shelter on a G. trifida plant quite quickly .The shelter had a typical looped leaf, yet 
the pupa was very small and appeared to be a White-banded Grass-dart pupa. With further 
checking I noted a larva of the Flame Sedge-skipper, H. /. clam, at the second instar stage. 
Numerous hatched pupae of this species, eight in all, were found in the patch. I concluded that 
this whole area was notable for the colonies of rare or unusual butterflies and will attempt to 
return to check it further in the future. 


Darwin, Northern Territory Trips, 2005 

During the middle of February and throughout the month of May 2005, 1 made two trips to 
Darwin and surrounds. These trips were both exciting and productive. As these trips represent 
nearly seven weeks of intensive field work, to give a total overview of these times would be 
impractical- not to mention slightly boring! Several highlights of these visits will be of interest to 
those that may not have ventured to this beautiful region of Australia and may also provide an 
interesting record for those more familiar with this area. 

Casuarina Coastal Reserve 

One site I repeatedly returned to during both trips was the Casuarina Coastal Reserve. This parks 
reserve is situated only 15 minutes drive from the center of Darwin, behind the Royal Darwin 
Hospital. It comprises an area of open grasslands and swamplands with a scattering of Eucalyptus 
and other trees, bordering on dense vine-thicket and mangrove, with a sub-coastal and coastal 
area of dunes, open grassed areas and tall Casuarinas. During extensive periods of observation 
and some collecting within the reserve (under permit for the South Australian Museum), many of 
the more interesting butterflies found in the Darwin region were noted. A single example of the 
Broad-banded Awl, Hasora lmrarna (Butler, 1870) was noted in closed vine-thicket in May. Large 
numbers of other beautiful butterflies were noted around the vine-thickets, such as the Pale 
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Triangle, Grnphium eurypylus nyctimus (Linnaeus, 1758); the Fuscous Swallowtail, Pnpilio fuscus 
canopus Goeze, 1779; the Caper Gull, Cepora perimalc (Donnovan, 1805); the Yellow Gull, Appias 
paulina (Cramer, [1777]); the Orange Lacewing, Cethosia pcnthesika (Cramer, 1777); the Spotted 
Rustic (or Leopard), Phalnnta phalantha (Drury, [1777)); the Small (or Darwin) Brown Crow, Euploea 
d. darchia W.S. Macleay, 1826; the Swamp Tiger, Danaus a. affinis (Fabricius, 1775); the Black- 
spotted Flash, Hypoh/caeua p. plwrlms (Fabricius , 1793); the Princess Flash, Deudorix siuilis 
Ffewitson [1863]; and the Ciliate-blue butterflies, both the Dark, Anthene seltuttus (Rober, 1886) and 
the Pale, A. lycaenoides (C. Felder, 1S60), amongst others. It provided a perfect place to observe 
the life history of these and other butterflies. A memory that stays fresh in my mind is a long 
tendril of the vine, Adcnia lieteropliylla, hanging down from the dense, vine-thicket canopy. At the 
terminal end of this picturesque piece of vegetation, swaying gently in the gloom, four larvae of 
the Orange Lacewing surrounded the tip of the tendril feeding voraciously, resplendent with their 
orange/red, black and white stripes and fleshy processes. 

On the tenth of May, while working in the northwestern corner of the Casuarina Beach Reserve, 
near the old VVVVII bunker, I captured a single female specimen of the Golden Clear-wing moth, 
Pseudosesia obertliuri. I had been seeking this and other Sesiid species on instruction from Mr. Axel 
Kallies, well known to readers of the "Victorian Entomologist" and an expert in various day-flving 
moth species. The moth was located in the late morning, just before noon. The moth was noted 
alighting on the lower section of a small plant of Cappnris sepiaria, which was growing at the base 
of a large Casuarina tree, approximately eighty meters from the seaward fringe of the vine-thicket. 
The time was late morning (between eleven thirty a.m. and noon), and the weather was warm 
with the temperature in the mid-thirties, with moderate humidity estimated at around fifty 
percent. On this particular morning, though generally sunny, there was a distinct "build-up" of 
cumulus clouds, however there was no actual precipitation. As has often been noted in relation to 
the accuracy of the mimicry capacity of Sesiid moths, the resemblance to the wasp model was 
striking. Axel had told me that this moth had not been reliably recorded from the N.T for a long 
period of time, so this record is regarded as significant. 

Adelaide River and other observations 


Another area of interest visited with Mr. Darryel Bins of McMinn's Lagoon and Mrs. Sheryl Keates 
of Darwin, was Adelaide River, near the War Cemetery. At first glance, this area appeared devoid 
of butterfly life when I visited the area on May the twenty fifth. A few Lemon Migrants, Catopsilin 
pomona (Fabricius, 1775), of both dark and light forms, were flying rapidly through the area. After 
walking through the parkland opposite the cemetery, the remnant vine thicket areas, reduced to 
pitifully small patches along the riverbanks, were examined. These proved to be rich with 
Lycaenid and Hesperiid species. Of particular interest were the numbers of the White-banded 
Line-blue, Nacaduba kurava felsiua (Moore,[1858]). Though not widespread in the area, there was a 
vine section that was favoured by males of this species. I captured several examples off a 
particular twig, only for other males of the same species to replace them several minutes later. The 
Purple Cerulean, Jainidcs plmseli (Mathew, 1889); was another species noted in this area that 1 did 
not encounter in Darwin itself. A very interesting observation was of a single Orange Tiger, 
Danaus genulia (Cramer, [1779]); in the area. My companions in this trip gained much amusement 
in observing me chase this butterfly for 4-500m, desperately attempting to net it, only to just miss 
it and be held up by a low fence, then have to watch it fly off into the distance. 

A further note of interest was the capture of a female Orange-tipped Pea-blue, Everes lacturuus 
(Godart, [1824]), by Darryel Bins near the Howard Springs Reserve. The capture was effected in a 
dry' riverline in tall riverine vegetation with an open grass and sedge understorey. In discussions 
with Mr. Richard Weir, a Darwin resident and butterflv enthusiast, it would appear that this 
record is considerably closer to Darwin than previous confirmed observations of this species. 
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Bamboo Creek Field Trip 


Richard Weir took me out on a fantastic weekend of field trips in late May, on the twenty eighth 
and ninth, 2005. Various areas were visited, with observations of various species such as the 
Spotted Opal, Nesolycaena urumelia (Tindale, 1922); and the northern sub-species of the Fiery Jewel, 
Hypochrysops ignita erythrina (Leach, 1814). A trip out to Bamboo Creek to look for various skippers 
was a highlight. On arrival Richard said dryly "Its been burnt". "-That's not good...?" I replied. 

( A constant factor during fieldwork in the "dry" is the practice of burn-offs, both regulated and 
through the flick of a match. I emerged from a dense stand of mangroves during one day of 
collecting into an area of thick grasslands, only to be confronted by the oily, orange light of a 
major fire nearby. Fortunately the area did not burn and I decided to re-enter the mangroves as a 
safe haven, but it does emphasize that fires are a constant reality and can be a threat. 

After the initial disappointment of travelling 70km to see the area of interest burnt, we made do by 
inspecting a nearby ridgeline for pupae of the Northern Iris-skipper, Mesodhia gracillima, E.D. 
Edwards, 1987. We walked for several kilometers in the open and somewhat stony woodland 
country, examining plants of Pntcrsonia macranlha. Several larvae and a single pupa of the 
Northern Iris-skipper were located. Larvae of the Wide-brand Sedge-skipper, Hesperilla 
cnjpsigramma, (Meyrick & Lower, 1902), were also found on their foodplant, Selena sphacelate. No 
adult butterflies of any kind were noted, bar a few Blue Argus, Junonia oritltya, (Linnaeus, 1758), a 
single Lesser Wander, Danaus petilia and an occasional unidentified Grass-yellow. I then noticed 
an example of the Turkev-bush Calytrix exstipulata , and on examining the flowers that covered the 
small tree, a skipper was noted. It was captured and proved to be a Northern Iris-skipper. 
Roughly a minute later a second skipper replaced it and over the next half hour various skippers 
were noted, including several Northern Iris-skippers, a Wide-brand Sedge-skipper and a couple of 
Yellow Palm Darts, Cephrencs trichopepla, (Lower, 1908). Feeling quite pleased with my efforts, I 
relocated Richard and, having re-examined the Turkey-bush, we returned to the car. On the off 
chance of finding an unburnt section of his "hot-spot", we drove up an adjoining ridgeline on 
what he assured me was a track - where we got Iris four-wheel drive stuck on a stunrp for a little 
while- and found the back section of this ridge was unburnt. We walked through this area for 
about an hour and found more larval and adult examples of Northern Iris-skipper, as well as some 
fine adult examples of the Yellow Palm-dart. As we were leaving the area, Richard decided to 
examine the burnt area, which he mentioned was the favoured haunt of the various skipper 
species in the area. Having hopped out of the car, I was engaged in looking at unburned clumps of 
Patersonia, when Richard called out "Hey Andy, come over here!" He had found a flowering 
Turkey-bush, with a few Hesperiids and Lycaenids flying around it. On a further inspection of a 
small valley nearby, we found a grove of six unburned Turkey-bushes, and I spent a very happy 
couple of hours collecting from the ever-changing parade of butterflies that were attracted to the 
flowers. Apart from the species mentioned above, a Neohesperilta specimen was attracted at one 
point, most likely the Narrow-brand Grass-skipper, N. croceus (Miskin, 1889). Unfortunately I 
wasn't quick enough to capture the lightning fast insect! As the shadows lengthened and the 
decision was made to depart, I reflected on a thoroughly satisfactory day that capped off an 
exciting and interesting trip. 


New Foodplant and Ant Associations noted in the Northern Territory 
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During the period of study, several interesting food-plant records were made. Several of these 
were in regard to the Black-spotted Grass-blue, Famegana alsulus. This butterfly is a near 
ubiquitous species within the Darwin region and I would speculate that this is the reason that its 
reproductive biology has not been the focus of much interest in the past. Two food-plants, the 
native Vigna lanceolate and the introduced legume Macroptiltum albopurpurum, were found to be 
hosting this species, with the eggs being found on the apical buds of both species and, rarely, on 
adjacent parts of the plant (sub-apical leaf growth, stem sections). Mid instar and mature larvae 
were found on both of these plants as well. On the seventeenth of May, a female Black-spotted 
Grass-blue was observed ovipositing into the apical tip of M. albopurpurum. The egg was inserted 
into the tightly furled growth and was nearly hidden from view near the center of the tip. 

On the twenty eighth of May, during my trip undertaken with Richard Weir to Tumbling Waters, 
south of Darwin, to seek various life stages of the Spotted Opal, N. urumelia, I located a larva of a 
Lycaenid being attended by Papyrius sp. (nitidiuS group) ants. Tire larva was collected and bred to 
the adult stage. It proved to be a female of the Speckled Line-blue, Catopyrops florinda cstrella 
(Butler, 1877). It was feeding on a herbacious plant, quite possibly Litlwmyrtus retusa. If this is so 
(and pending a thorough search of the literature) it may prove to be a new foodplant record. This 
is being investigated at the present and will be reported on as results become available. 
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Australian Journal of Entomology' Volume 44, Part 2, 2005 


The Australian Entomological Society publishes the Australian journal of Entomology quarterly. The 
Entomological Society of Victoria is an affiliated society and will, in future, publish the contents of 
the Journal for the wider interest of its members. 

ECOLOGY 

Alan L Bishop, Harry J McKenzie, Lorraine J Spohr & Idris M Barchia: Interactions between 
dung beetles (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae) and the arbovirus vector Culicoides brevitarsis Kieffer 
(Diptera: Ceratopogonidae). 

Solomon Balagawi, S Vijaysegaran, Richard A I Drew & S Raghu: Influence of fruit traits on 
oviposition preference and offspring performance of Bnctrocera tryoni (Froggatt) (Diptera: 
Tephritidae) on three tomato (Lycopersicon lycopcrsicon) cultivars. 

Marsusi Narhardiyati & Winston J Bailey: Biology and natural enemies of the leafhopper 
Balclutlm indsa (Matsumura) (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae; Deltocephalinae) in south-western 
Australia. 

Craig R Williams: Timing of host-seeking behaviour of the mosquitoes Anopheles annulipes sensu 
lato Walker and Coquillcttidia linealis (Skuse) (Diptera: Culicidae) in the Murray River Valley, South 
Australia. 

MORPHOLOGY 

E Pretorius: Using geometric morphometries to investigate wing dimorphism in males and 
females of Hymenoptera - a case study based on the genus Tachysphex Kohl (Hymenoptera: 
Sphecidae: Larrinae). 

SYSTEMATICS 

MB Malipatil: One new genus and three new species of Orsillinae (Hemiptera: Lygaeidae) from 
Australia. 

Faye Christidis & John C Dean: Three new species of Austrophlebioides Campbell and Suter 
(Ephemeroptera: Leptophlebiidae: Atalophlebiinae) from the Wet Tropics bioregion of north¬ 
eastern Australia. 

R Bruce Halliday: Systematics and biology of Penthaleus tectus sp. n. (Acari: Penthaleidae), a 
recently discovered pest of grain crops in eastern Australia. 

Brian E Heterick: Identity of Monomoriitin occidaneum Crawley, a species ineptirenda, and status of 
Monomorium micron Crawley (Hymenoptera: Formicidae). 

BIOGEOGRAPHY 

Tracy Z Dawes-Gromadzki: Tire termite (Isoptera) fauna of a monsoonal rainforest near Darwin, 
northern Australia. 
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BEHAVIOUR 

Christopher W Weldon: Mass-rearing and sterilisation alter mating behaviour of male 
Queensland fruit fly, Bactvocem tnjoni (Froggatt) (Diptera: Tephritidae). 

Simon K A Robson & Rudolf J Kohout: Evolution of nest-weaving behaviour in arboreal nesting 
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EXCURSION 21 October 2005 


This will take place on the normal meeting night of 21 th October at Laurie's 
home in Warrandyte at 8 pm. 

NOTE - There will not be a meeting at the Museum this month. 

The address is 14A Parkside Court, Warrandyte and the house is at the end of 
the court. Melway Reference 23 G12. If lost phone 9844 4292. Entry is via 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road (Yarra St.). There is no access from Webb Street. 

There is only room for 6 cars to park. If there are more, there is parking 
available at Stonehouse Cafe in Yarra Street near Tills Drive 400m walking 
distance away. 
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